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Mr Aaron Stonehouse
Chair
Select Committee on Personal Choice and Community Safety
 
There are two matters I would like to raise with respect to the Inquiry.
 

1. Liquor licensing.  These laws are complicated, archaic and impact on a citizen’s rights,
moreover are very much out of step with the rest of the world and in particular other
western countries.  Whilst it may suit the police to have draconian arrangements for its
own purposes it is out of step with what the community wants in my view.  Further,
religious and anti-drinking lobbies are entitled to their views, but they should not seek to
impose their narrow views on the community.  Why it is it illegal to drink in the street or in
a park.  Providing someone isn’t attacking someone with a bottle or throwing a beer can
at someone then what’s the issue here – its probably more likely the person is affected by
methamphetamine or other drugs.  Alcohol may be a factor in disorderedly or violent
behaviour, but this can happen (most likely) in a home or licensed establishment.  If a
family wants to sit by the river, beach or King’s Park on summers night and have a wine or
a beer, then it’s nobody’s business except theirs and they don’t need to subject to any
offence by big brother.  Further, there needs to be significant reduction in the policing of
the liquor industry as a whole.  If somebody wants to buy a beer a t 7 am in the morning,
so what, if they want to have a cigarette just outside a designated licensed area with a
glass of alcohol, so what, if someone is drinking a can of beer in the street and not
bothering anyone, so what. Why can’t you go into a local delicatessen or provedore etc
and buy alcohol for instance – you can do this in the USA , Europe, Asia and Africa –
what’s the problem here?  In my view this matter must be removed from the purview of
the Police and returned back to the community – God knows, nearly every time I hear the
Police Department say something they refer to a ‘community problem’ – except of course
when one of their powers is at issue.

2. Shop trading hours.  At a number of stores in WA there is 24x7 trading.  This is common
practice in other States.  If a store, big business or a sole trader wants to open at any time
of the day or night, what business is it of Government?  The business makes its own
decision as to the viability of opening or not.  The State needs to step away from imposing
restrictions in this respect and return the decisions back to the business owner and the
community.

 
Thank you for considering this matter.
 
I look forward to some positive moves in freeing up personal choice.
 
 
Kind regards
 
 
Greg Rickie
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